
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 92-137

RESCINDING SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS NOs. 89-160 AND 91-123
REVISION OF SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

TECHNICAL COATINGS COMPANY AND
BENJAMIN MOORE & COMPANY

FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT:

1000 WALSH AVENUE
SANTA CLARA, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the
Board), finds that:

1. This site is regulated by Site Cleanup Requirements under Board Order No. 89-160 (adopted
September 20, 1989) as amended by Board Order No. 91-123 (adopted August 21, 1991). The
Board also adopted Waste Discharge Requirements (NPDES) for this site on March 20, 1991.

2. Technical Coatings Company has owned the site since about 1950 and has manufactured
paints and coatings, using solvents, since 1953. Benjamin Moore & Co. purchased Technical
Coatings as a wholly owned subsidiary in 1963. Toluene, xylenes, methyl ethyl ketone, diesel,
gasoline and other solvents and chemicals were stored onsite in 14 underground storage tanks
(USTs) until 1983.

3. Site investigations which began in 1982 showed that volatile organic chemicals/compounds
(VOCs) had been released, with the highest chemical concentrations generally detected in soil
and groundwater near the former UST locations on the west side of the manufacturing plant,
and high specific concentrations in shallow soils detected immediately east of the
manufacturing plant (refer to Figure 1).

High levels of soil pollution have been found locally at depths to 49.5 feet below the surface.
Analytical results of soil samples reportedly indicated up to 2,900 ppm (parts per million)
xylenes, 1,000 ppm ethyl benzene, and 16 ppm benzene. Analyses of groundwater samples
indicated 3,100 ppm methyl isobutyl ketone, 140 ppm toluene, and 620 ppm xylenes.

4. Soil and groundwater sampling results from the property downgradient of the Technical
Coatings site (the CAMSIIV property across Walsh Avenue) reportedly indicated that VOCs and
chemicals appear to have migrated ollsite from Technical Coatings. For ollsite soil, analytical
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